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ABSTRACT 



This report summarizes the findings and presents data from a 
nationwide survey conducted by the Texas Education Network (TENET) from July 
25 to September 30, 1994. In response to a TENET questionnaire'*, 
representatives from 46 of the 50 states, Puerto Rico, and the U.S. Bureau of 
Indian Affairs reported on the status of telecommunications networks for K-12 
public schools in their areas at the time of the survey. The report begins 
with an analysis of survey responses, and is followed by 52 state profiles 
describing computer telecommunications in the schools. Findings include: (1) 

by October 1, 1994, the majority of states had implemented or were preparing 
to implement public telecommunications networks, with 38% of respondents 
describing state networking efforts as "operational" or "partially 
operational"; (2) K-12 schools were just beginning to adopt 

telecommunications network technologies; (3) state officials recognized the 
need for telecommunications technology for education and had begun planning 
for it; (4) funding was the most daunting and problematic of 8 potential 
barriers to school networks; (5) lack of equity in public access to networked 
technology, lack of skilled personnel, widely scattered communities, and 
inadequate and outdated technology were identified as other obstacles to K-12 
networks; (6) 19 states reported that funding for educational networks was 

available from local, district, state, and "other" sources; and (7) private 
sector support may influence public sector adoption of telecommunications. 
Appendices include state listings of public officials responsible for 
educational networking and major network and Internet service providers, and 
the TENET questionnaire. (Author/SWC) 
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1 Gore, Al. ( 1994, April) . Remarks by the Vice President to the National Education 
Association , National Education Association Convention Center ; Albuquerque, NM , 
April 8, 1994. Washington: The White House Office of the Press Secretary. 
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Findings from these inquiries appear in the opening section of the report. 
Because funding emerged as the most pressing concern of survey respon- 
dents, a special section on funding barriers to educational networking pre- 



O 



Z 



a 

o < 



i 



iii 

a 



o 

o 

o 

N 



</> 

-I 

< 

o 

o 



oc 

o 







0) 

* 

a 

o 

$ 

I- 

III 

z 



Data from all four states are included in the State Profiles elsewhere in the report. 
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unspecified number of schools. New York mentioned that “a number” of on their legislatures, while five reportedly provided data from their public 

intermediate educational units (BOCES) were establishing gateways to the utility commissions. 

World Wide Web, and Nebraska reported Internet addresses for 19 A significant majority of respondents reported that freenets or community 
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3 Honey, Margaret and Andres Hennquez. (1993). Telecommunications and K-12 
Educators: Findings from a National Survey, pp. 30-31. New York: Center for Technology 
in Education, Bank Street College of Education. It should be noted that the Honey and 
Hennquez study is not stricdy comparable to this one. In the former, classroom teachers 
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Technology planning remains productive for states intent on educational 
reform. Between March and September 1994, 34 of the responding states 
(71%) had formed or were forming Goals 2000 committees — perhaps as 
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The Five Most Frequently Selected Barrier/Rating Combinations Level 1 Ratings, Ranked by Frequency 
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beginning the 1995-96 fiscal year, Arkansas drew a loan from its teachers’ In five of the 30 states, the precise level of infrastructure development 

retirement system. North Dakota charged school users membership subscrip- was unclear. 

tions, in the manner of Prodigy, CompuServe, and other commercial network As one would expect, the active promotion of infrastructure development 
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Networking issues or obstacles related to 
regional location 

No response was provided. 
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Networking issues or obstacles related to 
regional location 

Reasonable cost/service to remote areas. 
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